
MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 6th NOVEMBER 2023 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner said that they had heard they the PC might be considering reducing the 30mph speed limit to 20mph on Weston Street.  The parishioner is keen to see this happen as traffic speeds and volumes are unsafe currently.  Cllr Reeves responded that he is also keen for 20mph speed limit.  The Clerk reported that Somerset County Council will allow Parish Councils to introduce this, but the PC would have to fund the installation of signs with the cost being in the order of £7000. This is beyond the current financial resource of the Parish Council but will be discussed when considering the precept for next year.
 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), John Cox, Doug Reeve, Dave Tuck, Debbie Taylor, J’aime Wetherell and Kevin Rixon 
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 3 Member of the Public.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Oliver Patrick (County Councillor) and Mike Hewitson (County Councillor) 
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2ND October 2023 (Already Circulated)
Subject to a minor correction of the ‘bus time’ being amended to 8pm rather then 8am, the minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Goodes, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None.

5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
The Chairman reported on the LCN meeting recently attended. Three main topics were identified for further work as themes common across many parish and town councils:  Highways, Engagement and Anti-social behaviour (minutes to be circulated).  Somerset County Council are withdrawing the ranger for several other parishes as well as East Chinnock Parish due to staffing issues.

6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

b) A notification was received for App/No 23/02684/PDE Proposed rear extension (i) the projection of the rear extension beyond the rear wall is 4.00m (ii) the maximum height of the extension is 3.62m (iii) the height at the eaves of the extension is 2.25m at location: 12 Portman Court East Chinnock (courtesy for information only).

7. FINANCE
a) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments (Proposer: Cllr Goodes, Seconder: Cllr Cox):

· Somerset County Council – Ranger Fee 18/09/23      



£221.26

· Domain names (Ecparishcouncil.net x 1 Year renewal)



  $19.17

(It was agreed that the ‘Domain name’ would not be paid until the Clerk has emailed Simon Wetherell about combining the Parish Council and East Chinnock Village website)

b) The Clerk asked the Parish Council to sign a letter to enable her to reclaim the HMRC ‘late filing fee’ that she successfully appealed against. This was duly done.

c) A resolution was passed to approve £100 donation to ‘Citizens Advice Somerset’ for funding support (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Cox).

d)  A resolution was passed to approve the paying of 1/3 of the purchase price for the Village Hall Christmas tree   (Proposer: Cllr Cox, Seconder: Cllr Taylor).

8. COMMUNITY PARK
a) A letter was written to the East Chinnock Gardening Club thanking them for the great job that have done making the community field look lovely this year.  Cllr Taylor commented that the basketball net is looking ‘frayed’.  She also asked that the new swing seats (to replace the old ones) are added to the December agenda.

9. PARISH ISSUES
a) It was discovered that the village hall planter has somehow sustained damaged to the top corner (it is thought that someone could have hit with a car). The Clerk agreed to contact Roy Early to ask for a quote to fix it.  Unfortunately the ‘bus stop waste bin’ has gone missing!! The Clerk agreed to get quotes to replace it. Cllr Goodes to measure the available space to inform sizing the replacement.

b) Cllr Goodes has applied to the War Memorial Grant Trust (WMT), for a grant to repair the Church Clock. WMT has asked for further information in response to the application: this information has now been provided. He has asked for 75% of the funding needed.   He hopes to get a response in the next couple of months. Cllr Goodes noted that regrettably current quotes may have expired by the time we hear about the grant.

c) The Clerk has been contacted by a Somerset Council library manager regarding the removal of the East Chinnock Mobile Library stop.  Unfortunately the number of people using it is currently ‘less then 3’ which means it is no longer viable.  It was agreed to put something in the Chinnock chimes saying that people should ‘use it or lose it’ and a period of three months continuation of service requested to see if usage picks up. If it doesn’t the PC agrees that the service would not be sustainable with less than 3 users. The Clerk agreed to contact the library manager and put something the the Chinnock Chimes. Cllr Wetherell to post on facebook.

d) Former PC Chairman Mike Bussel attended the Somerset County Chair’s Awards night (for service to the community). Mike and Cllr Cox had a lovely evening! The PC is delighted that Mike’s hard work has been recognised.

10. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
a) Cllr Tuck reported that the bonfire night was well attended. There were a number of burgers and sausages left over and these will be frozen for the next event.

The Chairman then invited Mr Greenslade (member of the public) to speak.  Mr Greenslade and his wife were not happy that the Parish Council emailed him saying that quieter / low noise fireworks would be used for the event but on the night not all fireworks were quiet.  Cllr Tuck responded that while the majority were silent, the entertainments committee were unable to get the full supply to be for the quieter type. Cllr Goodes apologised to Mr Greenslade on behalf on the PC for the fact that not all the fireworks were quieter as had been planned. Mr Greenslade indicated that it would have been good to be informed before the event that there was going to be more noise that planned. This was felt to be a reasonable request and Cllr Goodes apologised for this oversight. Cllr Goodes said that in the future, the Parish Council will do its utmost to secure only quieter fireworks from the PC funding for the night and that, should this not be possible, Mr Greenslade would be informed.  Cllr Goodes agree to write to the Entertainment Committee to share these discussions.

11. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
a) Somerset County Council have emailed saying the Ranger service has now been withdrawn from East Chinnock.  This has happened for quite a few parishes in the area.  The Clerk agreed to contact a landscape gardener in the area, to see if they will provides quotes for replacing the Ranger.

A discussion on who owns the Silt trap then took place.  Cllr Reeves believes it was SCC that installed it and they did the drainage grid at the same time. It is therefore believed that it is their responsibility to keep it cleared. Cllr Reeves to contact SCC to pursue this.

b) The Clerk is still waiting for a response from Somerset Council finance department to ask if they intend to credit some of the last invoice receive for £422.52 (4th May and 2nd June).  

12. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) The road surface potholes are starting to form again given the recent rainfall.  

b) Cllr Reeve is putting notes on windscreens, every time a vehicle is parked on a pavement out- side the Wooden Top Inn.  He is keeping a record on vehicles registration, and has said he will report them if they continue to park on the pavement.  

c) Cllr Wetherell asked if anything had been done about the vegetation on the older Corner cottage.  She agreed to contact Nigel Stuart who may be the owner or at least know the owner.

d) The contractor installing the new SID Posts on the A30, has 3 months to do the install.  Cllr Reeves will make contact if they have not been installed within that time frame.   

13. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
a) Cllr Wetherell said the Village Hall Committee meeting is happening next week.

14. RIGHTS OF WAY
a) The small bridge on path Y8/25 has now been replaced.  Green lane is currently still closed due to a small land slip.

15. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
The following items were asked to be put on the agenda:

 - Allotments.

 - The first proposal for 2023/24 precept.

      - Defibrillator refresher training.

 - New Play-area swing seats.

16. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.40pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 4th December 2023, at 7.30pm in at the Village Hall.


